
 

 

SAFER Now Act 

Safer America for Everyone Right Now Act 

Sec. 1. Short Title. 

‘‘Safer America for Everyone Right Now Act’’ or the ‘‘SAFER Now Act’’ 

Sec. 2. Definitions 

Updates the definitions used in the federal criminal code chapter on firearms [18. U.S.C. § 921] to specifically define 

semiautomatic weapons, large capacity ammunition feeding device, gun show, and other terms relevant to firearms 

regulation. 

Sec. 3. Prohibition on Firearms Dealers Selling a Firearm Prior to the Completion of a Background Check 

Removes the provision of existing law [18 U.S.C. § 922(t)(1)(B)(ii)] that allows a firearms transfer if 3 business days 

have elapsed since the licensed dealer contacted the NICS, regardless of the ultimate disposition of the background 

check. 

Sec. 4. Restrictions on Assault Weapons and Large Capacity Ammunition Feeding Devices 

Generally, makes it “unlawful for a person to import, sell, manufacture, transfer, or possess, in or affecting interstate  

or foreign commerce, a semiautomatic assault weapon,” but includes exemptions for firearms that are: 

• lawfully possessed at the date of enactment; 

• manually operated; inoperable; or antiques; or 

• intended for use by law enforcement. 

Also makes it “unlawful for a person to import, sell, manufacture, transfer, or possess, in or affecting interstate or 

foreign commerce, a large capacity ammunition feeding device,” with exemptions for such devices that are: 

• lawfully possessed at the date of enactment; or 

• intended for use by law enforcement. 

For grandfathered semiautomatic assault weapons, requires that they be secured at all times. 

Requires all semiautomatic assault weapons and large capacity ammunition feeding devices manufactured after the 

date of enactment [e.g., allowed for an exempted purpose] to be engraved with an identifying number and date of 

manufacture. 
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Makes large capacity ammunition feeding devices subject to seizure and forfeiture for knowing violations of federal 

firearms offenses, as is currently the case for firearms and ammunition seizures [18 U.S.C. § 924(d)(1)]. 

Sec. 5. Background Checks for Transfers of Grandfathered Semiautomatic Assault Weapons 

Allows sales or transfers of grandfathered semiautomatic assault weapons only by licensed gun dealers. 

Sec. 6. Notification to Law Enforcement Agencies of Prohibited Purchase or Attempted Purchase of a 
Firearm. 

Requires licensed firearms dealers to report to law enforcement agencies (local, state, and federal) whenever an 

attempted purchase of grandfathered semiautomatic assault weapon results in a failed background check. 

Sec. 7. Use of Byrne Grants for Buy-Back Programs for Semiautomatic Assault Weapons and Large Capacity 
Ammunition Feeding Devices 

Authorizes funds granted to states and local governments through the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance 

Grant Program [34 U.S.C. § 10152(a)(1))] to be used for buy-back programs for semiautomatic assault weapons and 

large capacity ammunition feeding devices. 

Sec. 8. Gun Show Background Check 

Requires gun shows to be operated by individuals over the age of 21 who are not prohibited from possessing firearms 

and who register with the Attorney General.  Requires gun show operators to notify the Attorney General at least 30 

days in advance of the gun show and verify the identity of all vendors.  Gun shows are defined in Sec. 2 as “any event 

at which 50 or more firearms are offered or exhibited for sale, exchange, or transfer, if one or more of the firearms 

has been shipped or transported in, or otherwise affects, interstate or foreign commerce.” That definition includes an 

exemption for events of private hunting clubs involving fewer than 100 firearms. 

Prohibits sales at guns shows between unlicensed dealers unless the purchaser clears a background check and the 

transaction is recorded and submitted to the Attorney General. 

Authorizes the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF) to hire up to 40 investigators to inspect gun 

shows and requires ATF to submit a biennial report to Congress on sales at gun shows. 
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Sec. 9. Firearms Trafficking 

Creates a criminal offense (1) “to purchase, attempt to purchase, or transfer a firearm, with the intent to deliver the 

firearm to another person who the transferor knows, or has reasonable cause to believe, is prohibited by Federal or 

State law from possessing a firearm;” (2) “intentionally provide false information” on an ATF transaction record form; 

and (3) “to knowingly direct, promote, or facilitate conduct that violates” (1) or (2).   

Violations of this offense would be subject to a maximum 20-year prison sentence with an additional 5 years for 

organizers of 5 or more people in a concerted violation.  Conspiracy to violate the trafficking offense would result in a 

fine and/or maximum 10-year sentence. 

Sec. 10. Addition of Dating Partners and Individuals Subject to Restraining Orders 

Expands the definition of “intimate partner” used in the federal criminal code chapter on firearms [18. U.S.C. 

§ 921(a)(32)] to include dating partners and “any other person similarly situated to a spouse who is protected by the 

domestic or family violence laws of the State or tribal jurisdiction in which the injury occurred or where the victim 

resides.” 

Expands the definition of “misdemeanor domestic violence” [18. U.S.C. § 921(a)(33)], which is used in the federal 

firearms prohibition, to include perpetrators of violence against intimate partners. 

Adds to the list of individuals prohibited from possessing firearms [18. U.S.C. § 922(d)] to include persons “convicted in 

any court of a misdemeanor crime of stalking.” 

Sec. 11. Prohibition on Possession of Certain Firearm Accessories 

Makes it unlawful to import, sell, manufacture, transfer, or devices that accelerate the rate of fire of a semi-automatic 

rifle, such as bump stocks. 

Sec. 12. Severability 

Clarifies that provisions in the bill are severable and would not be affected by the striking of another provision. 

 


